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Kashmir, the northern most region of India though surrounded by a ring of mountain ramparts is
endowed with a distinctive geographical advantage situated as it has been amidst the great civilizations of the
ancient and medieval world with which it maintained contacts through a number of passes leading through its
natural defenses. With China toward its east, Central Asia towards the north, Afghanistan and Iran towards
northwest and Indian sub-continent towards its south and north, Kashmir became the meeting ground of the
great civilizations - Chinese, Central Asian, West Asian and Indian civilizations. It is also true that these
civilizations were themselves influenced by many other civilizations. In this way they collectively formed
global civilization. Having been inextricably intertwined with the history of the neighbouring territories, the
Kashmir culture cannot be understood without situating it with the civilizations that emerged on its borders

from time to time.

There is more or less unanimity among the scientists that the Anatomically Modern Man (AMM) first
actually appeared about 115,000 years ago in the archaeological record of South Africa. Beyond Africa he
appeared in West Asia in 100000, in Australia in 65000 and in Sri Lanka, in 34000." In the immediate
neighbourhood of Kashmir the AMM first appeared in the Soan Valley (Western Punjab) between 60000 and
20000 years ago." The existence of modern human in Kashmir around 18000 years ago is fairly attested by the
archaeological evidence." Considering the much recent existence of AMM in Kashmir as compared to his
appearance in the Soan Valley, it is logical to infer that the Anatomically Modern Man entered into Kashmir
from the neighbouring Soan Valley. The continuity of cultural growth was, however, disrupted which is shown
by the absence of the Mesolithic Culture.

It is believed that around 10000 BC cooler conditions prevailed in Kashmir. The period witnessed
excessive rains forcing the people to move out." And it was only after the climatic conditions improved around
5000 B.P. that Kashmir became habitable attracting the Neolithic people of the neighbouring territories to settle

here. It is, therefore, not surprising that the Neolithic Culture which began in Kashmir around 2920 BC,
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presents a striking affinity with the Neolithic cultures of China, Russia, Iran, West Asia and Central Asia. Pit
dwelling and bone tools of Kashmir Neolithic Culture had a long history in China, Russia, Central Asia and
Iran;¥ many pottery types that we find in Kashmir Neolithic have parallels in China and Iran;"' the perforated
stone harvesters found at Neolithic Guflkral originated in China;" dog burial (of Neolithic Burzahom) was a
common practice in China;"" red-painted burials found at Burzahom have parallels in China, Japan, Russia and
West Asia; the hair pin that we found at Gufkral actually originated in the Mediterranean world and spread to
Persian Gulf, Caucasus to the Indus;* the Neolithic crops of Kashmir namely wheat, barley, lentil, pea, almond,
walnuts, peach, apricot originated in China, Central Asia and West Asia.*

In the immediate neighbourhood of Kashmir all these aspects of Kashmir Neolithic have been found in
Potwar Plateau, Swat Valley, Gomal Valley, and Baluchistan.X There is so much affinity between the Neolithic
culture of Kashmir and the Neolithic cultures of Potwar region and Swat Valley that Allichins consider them
belonging "to a single complex". X This shows clearly that the earliest settlers of Kashmir came from north and
north-west neighbourhood of Kashmir. This is also substantiated by the Kashmiri language and the earliest
known religious cult of Kashmir (Naga cult). According to the eminent linguist, Sir George Garrison, Kashmiri
language belongs to the Dardic group of languages spoken in the vast area that boarders Kashmir's north and
northwest. XV According to the available evidence Naga worship was in vogue from Khotan through Chilas to

Punjab since very early times.*¥

Around 1500 B.C. another wave of immigrations and settlements is substantiated by the presence of a
new culture alongside the old one. The new culture is underlined by Megaliths, cist graves, iron, rubble
structures and rice and millet cultivations.*' Such developments- multi-cropping system, stone walled houses,
rectangular stones, sickles in Swat around 1700 BC have been explained in the context of wide ranging cultural
exchanges including immigrations particularly of Indo-Aryans.*' The same may hold true of Kashmir as well.
The period | of Semthan has revealed grey ware along with other types of wares.*"Archaeologists call it Pre-
Northern Black Polished Ware, i.e. the ware which is encountered in India during the Aryan phase. Recently a
site named Dard Kot has been spotted on the highest terrace of Village Hutmur overlooking the river Lidder. An
important discovery was of plain grey ware which, as we know, is anterior to painted grey ware.*® A later work
Nilamatapurana, canonical work of Kashmiri Brahmans , written in seventh or eighth century, also records the
arrival of Aryans though it is clothed in folklore and informed by the dominant tradition Brahmanism.™™ As
Megaliths originated in Mediterranean™ and rice, millet and grapes originated in China, " and Iron in West
Asia,*the Aryan Culture was obviously a syncretic culture drawn from various civilizations including their
homeland namely Central Asia.
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In 516 B.C. Dairus, the Achaemenian ruler of Iran, extended his empire upto India by annexing Sindh
and Gandhara (North West frontier and the parts of Punjab). We learn from the Greek Sources that at that time
of Iranian invasion Kashmir was a part of Gandhara.®" As the Iranians ruled over these territories upto
Alexander's invasion of India in 326 BC, it would suggest that Achaemenian rule continued in Kashmir for
about 200 years paving the way for huge Iranian influences. It would be significant to mention that the
Achaemenians introduced writing in India, and also their script Aramaic. The Kharoshti script, which became
common in Kashmir was also carved out of Aramaic. The Persian influence is also marked in various aspects of
Indian polity and culture including the profound influence of Zoroastrianism of which we find deep imprints on

the culture of ancient Kashmir.™¥

Towards the beginning of third century BC the mighty Mauryan Empire emerged on the boarders of
Kashmir which extended up to eastern Afghanistan. All the extant sources namely Greek records, Milinda
Panha and Buddhist texts unanimously say that at this time Kashmir and Gandhara formed one political
entity.®"' It is, therefore, quite logical to say that Kashmir became the part of the Mauryan empire with its
occupation of Gandhara. This is further substantiated by the famous Kashmiri chronicle Rajatarangini and the
archaeological evidences. It is remarkable to note that Ashoka is the first historical figure mentioned by
Kalhana in his Rajatarangini.*! The famous archaeological site, Semthan has yielded two important traits of
Mauryan culture namely Punch Marked Coins and Northern Black Polished Ware*¥" That Ashoka ruled
Kashmir is also corroborated by Hieun Tsang (625 A.D) who saw Ashokan stupas in the Valley.** The
Mauryan influences resulted into the intensive use of Iron, promotion of rice culture, introduction of Northern
Black Polished Ware, Punch Marked Coins, popularization of Kharoshti script, beginning of urbanism (Srinagar
was built by Ashoka), organisation of elaborate system of administration and last but not least Buddhism was

introduced in Kashmir during the period of Ashoka.”

From about 200 BC to the first half of the 6th century A.D. i.e. for about 500 years Kashmir was
successively occupied by Bacterian Greeks, Sakas, Parthians, Kushans, Kidarites and Huns. This is sufficiently
corroborated by both the archaeological and literary evidence. During this long period of intimate contact with
Central Asia, Kashmir underwent a remarkable development not only because it was integrated with an
international market but also because it was greatly benefited by the great civilization which emerged in Central
Asia on account of the synthesis of the most developed civilizations of the time namely Chinese, Greek, Iranian
and Indian. This is evident from a huge material evidence revealed by a host of archaeological sites such as
Semthan, Harwan, Ushkur, Hoinar, Hutmur, Doen pather, Kanispora etc.** Additional evidence in this regard
is provided by numismatics, written sources, word fund of Kashmiri language, and place names.*" Following
the immigrations and settlements of the people from neighbouring world and the network of interactions there
was hardly any aspect which remained uninfluenced.”What is perhaps more significant is that Kashmiri

culture became a mini global culture.
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This is evident from the Harwan tiles which according to Percy Brown, "represent half a dozen ancient
civilizations besides the other indigenous cultures".”" That the Central Asian empires which extended their
control over Kashmir essentially represented a syncretic civilization is also typically shown by Kushan coinage
where we find the different deities belonging to Greek, Roman, Iranian, Central Asian and Indian pantheons.**
Apart from making significant additions to the already ethnically and culturally mosaic society of Kashmir,
Kashmir's technology, economy and culture received an unprecedented boost in the wake of integration of the
valley with the highly advanced civilizations. It is interesting to know that the Kashmiri masses became familiar
with the money currency for the first time during this period. This is evident from the Kashmiri word diyar used
for money currency. Diyar is the Kashmirized version of Greek dinarus. The democratization of money
currency was obviously the result of the unprecedented growth of Kashmir's external trade. That Kashmir's
technology was greatly benefited by its contacts with the neighbouring civilizations, Harwan site presents a

vivid evidence. Vi

During the Kushan period Kashmir became a great centre of Buddhism so much so that it attracted
Kanishka to convene Fourth World Buddhist Council in Kashmir in which, according to Hieun Tsang, hundreds

of Buddhist savants participated. "

Kashmir's pre-eminence as great centre of Buddhist learning survived for centuries together. Even
though in the early 6th century A.D Buddhists of Kashmir and the North-West of India faced worst persecution
at the hands of Meharkul, " and despite the ascendency of Brahmanism in Kashmir from then onwards,
Kashmir continued to be a centre of Buddhist learning at least for two-three centuries i.e. upto eighth century
A.D. Not surprisingly, therefore, the famous Chinese pilgrims, Hieun Tsang (631-33) and Ou'kong (759 AD)

came to Kashmir to learn at the feet of Kashmiri Buddhist scholars.

From sixth century A.D. Kashmir emerged as a great political power. Rajatarangini of Kalhana gives us
a glowing account of the conquests made by the Hun rulers of Kashmir.*** Some of them are even credited to
have reached up to the deep South and to Bengal in the east.X' Notwithstanding the exaggerations there is no
denying the fact that before the Karkotas Kashmir had emerged a great empire. According to the Chinese
Annals, Kashmiri rulers controlled the route from China to Ki-pin (Kabul) around 627 AD.*" Hieun tsang also
found all the adjacent territories on the west and north, down to the Taksasila, Hazara, Salt rang and smaller hill
states as tributaries of Kashmir in 631 AD.X'' Certainly, the emergence of Kashmir as a great empire was the
handiwork of Huns which they bequeathed to the Karkotas who maintained the tradition as true heirs of their
great ancestors. The founder of Karkota dynasty, Durlabhavardhana was the son-in-law of the last Hun ruler of
Kashmir, Baladatya. He had served as an official in the court of Baladitya.*""

IJCRT2211549 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | e644


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2022 IJCRT | Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2022 | ISSN: 2320-2882

It is in place to mention here that whereas prior to 6th century A.D Kashmir remained more gravitated to
Central Asia, the situation changed then onwards as we find Kashmir being equally influenced by Indian
culture. Although the Huns belonged to Central Asia they, while remaining in the Indian environment, were
thoroughly influenced by the Indian culture which is evident from their personal names. Little wonder then that
we find either Saivism or Vaisnavism as the dominant religious traditions of Kashmir.X" The profound Indian

influence is also evident from the archaeological and numismatics evidence.

The Karkotas (620-855) expanded the boundaries of Kashmir empire beyond any precedent in the
history of Kashmir. Kalhana gives a hyperbolic account of the conquest of the great Karkota ruler, Lalitaditya,
yet there is no doubt that he defeated Yasuvarman, the famous ruler of Kanauj, and brought all the immediate
neighbouring territories under his control.XV Certainly, during the period of Lalitaditya Kashmir emerged the
greatest power in the whole of northern India. As a result, there was a great influx of talent from the
neighbouring world making Kashmir a famous seat of learning and a great centre of hybrid civilization. V!
Lalitaditya's Prime Minister was a Tukharian Buddhist, Cankun by name,*V" and the five high offices which
were newly instituted by the king were manned by ‘the Sahis and other princess. XV The outstanding progress
which Kashmir achieved on account of the streaming of men of learning from the neighbouring world is evident
from the world famous Martand temple constructed by Lalitaditya which puzzle even the modern mind. The
foreign styles which played a major role in the development of Kashmiri stone architecture filtered through west
Asia X For example, Kashmir owes to Iran for a very important architectural feature namely formation of
intersecting cross-members best known as 'lantern’ sealing derived from wooden models introduced by the
Parthians in the north-west.! About the Awantiswamin temple built by Avantivarman (855-883) Robert E.
Fisher says, "Nearly all the pilasters are decorated with a rich variety of motifs, some native of India others
reflecting West-Asian tastes as found upon Sassanian silver: i.e. roundels that enclose lotuses, geese, mythical

creatures, paired humans, birds and flowers as well as numerous geometrical patterns™."

Equally, rather more, significant is to see Kashmir becoming a reputed centre of dialogic tradition
attracting the scholars of different beliefs to put across their respective views. On the authority of a
contemporary Muslim chronicler we know that during the Karkota dynasty, Kashmir had become an important
intellectual centre where "Hindus and Turkish Buddhists of the neighbouring and allied states of Gandhara

mingled with foreign scholars™."

i. Vide, Irfan Habib (ed.) A Shared Heritage: The Growth of Civilization in India and Iran, Delhi, p. X.
ii. B. R. Allchin, “Early Traces of Man in the Potwar Plateau, Pakistan, A Report of the British Archaeological Mission”,
South Asian Studies, Vol. 2, 1986, pp. 69-83.

IJCRT2211549 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | €645


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2022 IJCRT | Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2022 | ISSN: 2320-2882

vi.
Vvii.
viii.

iX.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiii.
Xiv.
XV.

XVi.
XVii.

XViii
XiX.

XX.
XXi.
XXii.

xxiii
XXiV
XXV.
XXVi

Shali, S. L, Kashmir - History and Archaeology Through the Ages, New Delhi, 1 993, p. 57; D. P. Aggarwal, 'Forward' to
Central Asia and Western Himalayas - A forgotten Link, ed. By G.M. Buth, Jodhpur (India), 1986.
Rekha Dodia et al, "New Pollen Data from the Kashmir Bogs": A Summary in Climate and Geology of Kashmir, The
Evolution of the East Asian Environment, Ed. R.D Whyt, Vol. ll, 1984,p. 105.
A. L. Mongait, Archaeology of USSR, pp. 91, 92, 109, 1 12; A. Bryusov, “Neolithic Dwellings in the forest Zone of the
European part of the USSR". Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society.Vol. XXI, pp. 78-79. P. Singh, The Neolithic Culture
of Western Asia, London, 1976, pp. 166-167.
T. Chang, Archaeology in China, Vol. [ (Prehistoric China), Cambridge, 1959, pp. 57, 61, 80, 92, 100, 125, 130, 131,
139, 143, 149.; H.D. Sankalia, Prehistory in India, New Delhi, 1975, p. 167; Indian'Archaeology : A Review, 1981-82, p.
25.
Chang, op. cit., pp. 97, 107, 115, 130-31, 137, 145.
Loewe and Shaughnessy (eds.) The Cambridge History of Ancient China, 1999, pp. 360, 162, 166, 167, 170, 178, 184,
189, 192, 196, 219-20, 225, 479, 727, 916, 918, 927.
T. Chang, op.cit., pp. 42, 81; The Prehistory of Japan, New York, 195 1, p.66: Singh, op. cit., pp. 100,150.; James
Mellart, The Neolithic Cultures of Near East, London, 1975, pp.190, 191; F. Hole and Flannery, "Excavations at Ali
Kosh Iran 1961" in Iranica Antigiia, Vol. 2, pp. 97- 148.
Stuart Piggot, "Notes on Certain metal Pins and a Mace Head in the Harappan Culture," in Ancient India, No.4, pp.
27-32.
Charles A. Reed, " The Pattern of Animal Domestication in the Prehistoric Near East," in P.J. Ucko and G.W.
Dimbleby. (eds.), Domestication and Exploitation of Plants and Animals, London, pp. 361- 80; Braidwood et al, "The
Iranian Prehistoric Project," in Science; V. Mellaart, Excavations at Hacilar, p. 239; D.H. French et al, "Excavations at
Can Hasan Ill 1969-70," in E. Higgs (ed.), Paper in Economic Prehistory, pp. 180-90; J.F. Jarriage and R.H. Meadow,.
"The Antecedents of Cultivation in the Indus Valley," in Scientific America, 243 (2), 1980, pp. 122-23, 132:
Palaeoethnobotany, op.cit., p. 140,144, 146,203; and The Rise of = Civilization in India and Pakistan, New Delhi,
1983, p.115.
Stacul, G (1977), Dwelling and Storage pits at Loebanr Ill (Swat, Pakistan) 1976 Excavation Report" in East and West,
Vol. 27, pp. 229-235.; Fairservis (1956), "Excavations in the Quetta Valley, Western Pakistan," in-Anthropological
Papers of the American Museum of Natural History, Vol. 45, p. 233; Dani (1970-71), "Excavations in the Gomal
Valley," in Ancient Pakistan, No. 5, pp. 84-85; Bridget Allchin and Raymond Allchin, op. cit., p. 115-16, 163-; Stacul.
"Swat, Pirak and connected Problems (Mid 2nd millennium B.C.), in South Asian Archaeology, 1989, p. 268.
Bridget Allchin and Raymond Allchin, op. cit., p. 116.
George Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. 8, Part Il, p. 253.
A. H. Dhani, History of Northern Areas of Pakistan, National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Islambad,
Pakistan, 1989, p. 484, pl. 4; Chilas, I1slamabad, 1983, p. 53, pl. 34.
Aman Ashraf Wani, Exogeneous Influences in Kashmir from Neolithic Times to the Beginning of Christian Era, M.
Phil. dissertation (unpublished) CCAS, University of Kashmir, pp. 101-108.
Giorgio Stacul, “Swat, Pirak and connected problems (mid 2nd millennium B.C.)” in South Asian Archaeology, 1989,
p. 268.
. Indian Archaeological Review, 1980-81, p. 32.
Asha Hanley, “Kists in Kashmir,” in Times of India Magazine, December 2, 1979. For details about “Gandhara Grave
Culture,” See C. Silvi Antonini and G. Stacul, The Prehistoric Graveyards of Swat, 2 Vol’s. Rome, 1972; A.H. Dani et
al, “Timargarha and Gandhara culture,” Ancient Pakistan, No. 3, 1967.
Nilmatapurana ed. and Tr. By Ved Kumari, Vol2, 1973, pp.55 sqq.
Philip Van Doren Stern, Prehistoric Europe, pp. 247-258.
Richard S. Mac Neish and Jane Libby (eds.), preliminary report of the sino-American Jiangxi origin of rice agriculture
project (draft copy), publication in Anthropology, No. 13, University of Taxes at E.J. Paso, 1995 Vide. The Cambridge
History of Ancient China, 1999, p. 46; T. Chang op. cit., pp87-95.; The Cambridge History of Ancient China op. cit., p.
45,
. N. R. Banerjee, Iron Age in India, p. 106.

. Milinda Panha, p. 331.

For details see, Aman Ashraf Wani op. cit., p.

. Milinda Panha, op. cit.,; Ray Chaudhary, Political History of Ancient India, p. 103.; Nilinaksha Dutt, Buddhism

in Kashmir, Delhi, p.5.

xxvii.Kalhana, Rajatarangni, Tr. M.A. Stein, Book I, vs, 101-106.

IJCRT2211549 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | €646


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2022 IJCRT | Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2022 | ISSN: 2320-2882

xxviii. Indian Archaeology A Review, 1978-79, p.70; 1980-81, p. 21; 1981-82, p. 16;

xXxix. Si-Yu-Ki, Tr. Beal, 1, p.150.

xxx. For details see, Aman Ashraf Wani, op. cit., pp. 137-139.

xxxi. For details see, R.C. Kak, Ancient Monuments of Kashmir, Srinagar; Ajaz Banday, Early Terracotta  Art of Kashmir:
1st -3rd century A.D; S.L. Shali, Kashmir: Archaeology and History through the Ages.

xxxii.  For details see, Aman Ashraf Wani, op. cit.,

xxxiii. lbid.

xxxiv. Percy Brown, Indian Architecture (Buddhist and Hindu), p. 154.

xxxv.See, Shazia Shafiq Jan, Kashmir Under the Kushans, (unpublished) Ph.D Thesis Department of History, University of
Kashmir, Srinagar, pp. 78-108.

xxxvi. lbid.

xxxvii. Beal, Samuel, Si-Yu-Ki, Buddhist Records of the Western world, pp. 151-55.

xxxviii. Rajatarangini, op. cit., vs, 312, 316; Also see, Si-Yu-Ki, op. cit., 168, 171.

XXXix. Rajatarangini, op. cit., Book IlI.

xl.  Ibid.

xli.  Cunninghum, Coins of Medieval India, p. 38.

xlii. Si-yu-Ki, op. cit., |, pp. 136, 143, 147, 163.

xliii. Rajatarangini, op. cit., v, 489.

xliv. Ibid, op. cit., Book llI

xlv. 1lbid., Book IV, 131 sqq.

xlvi. 1bid., Book IV, vs. 245.

xlvii. Ibid., vs. 246.

xlviii.  Ibid., vs. 142-43.

xlix. Robert E. Fisher, "Stone Temples" in Pratapaditya Pal (ed.) Art and Architecture of Ancient Kashmir, 1989, p. 29.

I.  lbid., p. 38.

li. Ibid., p. 40.

lii. Vide, Louis Massignon, The Passion of al-Hallaj, Eng. Tr. From the French by Herbert Masson, Vol. |, entitled, The
Life of al-Hallaj, pp. 178-180.

IJCRT2211549 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | e647


http://www.ijcrt.org/

