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Abstract:Englishlanguageisalwaysadapting,butthesechangeshavecomeaboutmorehastilyas

technologyhasdevelopedinrecentyears.Rapidlygrowinginfluenceoftechnologyhasalteredthewayin

whichweliveandthink.Thecultural,social,andeconomiclifeofmanhasdrasticallychanged.The

transform wasnotlimitedtothetechnicalthingsbutalsotheveryproductionandreceptionofliterature.As

humanbeingswedevelopourownwaystoexpressnewthings,aswellasadaptingtodifferentformsof

communications.Asthedigitalerahaschangedthewaywecommunicate,ithasalsoaffectedthewaywe

uselanguage.Wedelvedeeperintothewaysdigitaldeviceshavebeenchangingourlivestoseehowthis

hasaffectedtheEnglishlanguage.Inrecentyears,moreandmoreofourcommunicationsarecarriedout

viamobiledevices,internet,andsocialmedia.Thesecommunicationchannelshaveintroducedsomenew

challengestousers,whichhavebroughtaboutchangesintheuseoflanguage.
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

TheBeowulf-poet,ChaucerandMilton,iftheycouldmeetsomehowon23rdofApril,ontheeventofWorld

Englishlanguageday,birthdayanniversaryofWilliam Shakespeare,theywouldnotbeabletocommunicate

withoneanotherverywellbecauseofthegreatchangesinthelanguageoverthecenturies.English

teachers,ofcourse,willhaveunderstandingofallthesepeople,andcanjustifyit.

CanEnglishlanguageevolvesodrasticallythatitbecomesalmostunrecognizable?EventhegreatFatherof

literaturecannotcorrespondwithhissuccessors.Alwaysthisquestionpondersmeandfinallyleadstothis

review.ThispaperdiscusseshowculturalandtechnologicalshiftshaveshapedtheEnglishlanguageover

time.Literaturehasbeenremainedasawitnessofvariouschangessincecenturies.Manythingsgot
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changedinthecourseoftime.Literaturehasalsochangeditsmeansofproductionandreception.Butitis

havingthesamecultwhichhadbeforewidertheimpactoftechnology.

ExpeditionofEnglishlanguagethroughtheAges

Thehistoryofthelanguagecanbedatedasfarbackasthe5thCenturyADwhenthreeGermanictribes,

Angles,SaxonsandJutescametoEnglandanddisplacedtheCelticlanguagethatwasspoken.The

invasionoftheVikings,aswellastheinfluenceofLatin,causedthelanguagetoevolvefurther,and

contributedanampleamountofthevocabularyusedtoday.ThiscontinuedevolutionhasledtoEnglish

beingthesecondmostusedlanguageintheworld.

IfweweretoreadEnglishfrom the9thcentury,wewouldhaveahardtimerecognizingjustaboutanything.

Manyletterswouldn'tlookfamiliar,anditwouldseem likebizarretous.Evenifwewereabletoreadthe

letters,theorderandmeaningofthewordswouldmakenotmuchsense.

Whataboutliteraturefrom afew centurieslater,whenGeoffreyChaucerwrotelinessuchas''Whanthat

Aprillwithhisshouressoote…''(CanterburyTales)Hereyoucanstarttomakeoutsomewords,butmany

arestillinexplicable.Tous,itwouldappearthatChaucerdidn'thaveaspell-checkerhandy.Andthefamous

William Shakespeare,writinginthe16thand17thcenturiescanbeunderstoodabitclearerstill.However,

partsmaystillsoundformalandstrange:

''Thatthouhastheritisnotallmygrief;AndyetitmaybesaidIlovedherdearly…''(Sonnet42)

AlloftheseexampleshavearelationshiptotheEnglishlanguage;from theOldEnglish,weseeasgibberish,

totheMiddleEnglishofChaucer,andontoShakespeare'searlyModernEnglish.Theyhavedevelopedinto

today'svariationsusedinspeaking,writingandelectroniccommunication.InEnglishliteraturethedifferent

agesalsohavebeenmarkedbymajorchangesintheEnglishlanguageitself.OldEnglish,MiddleEnglish

andModernEnglishbroadlycorrespondtotheAgeofMemory,AgeofManuscriptsandAgeofBooks.

TheOldEnglishBeowulf,abardicsong,isthemostcompleteremainingexampleofthefirstage.Courtier

GeoffreyChaucer'sMiddleEnglishstorycollection,TheCanterburyTales,isthemostcomplete(and

wonderful)exampleofthesecond.TheAgeofBooksinEnglandbeganatthedawnoftheRenaissance,only

about100yearsbeforeShakespeare(atransitionalfigure),andisrepresentedbythoroughlybookishneo-

classicalwriterslikeJohnMiltonandJohnDryden(17thcenturyAD)andalmosteverybodysincetheirtime

throughthetwentiethcentury.There'satleastroughconnectioninhistoryamongtheAgeofBooks,the

BritishEmpire,andthespreadoftheEnglishlanguagearoundtheearth.

Whatcauseslanguagestochangeastheydo?Culturalinfluencessuchasinvasions,migrationandglobal

tradeaffectthisevolution.Theworld'slanguageshavetransformedoneanotherthroughouthistory.For

instance,1500yearsago,thebeginningsoftheEnglishlanguagecanbetracedtoGermanictribesentering
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Britain.FrenchandLatinhadanimpactinthecenturiesthatfollowed.Attimes,differentsocialclasses

spokedifferentlanguagesorversionsoflanguages.

TheRenaissancehadaroleinthedevelopmentofaradicalchangeknownastheGreatVowelShift.This

dramaticchangetothepronunciationofvowelsalsocoincidedwiththecontactthattheBritishhadwith

otherregionsoftheworldduringcolonialexpansion,between1350andthe1600sand1700s.Overa

transitionalperiodofabout200years,theGreatVowelShifttransformedthewayEnglishwordssounded.

Forexample,beforethechange,theword'bite'wouldhavesoundedmorelike'beet','good'morelike'load',

‘child’as‘chilled’.

Overtime,certainwordshavebeenborrowedfrom otherlanguageslikeballet,cafe’,entrepreneurfrom

French,theword‘tornada’,from tronado,theSpanishwordforthunderstorm.African,Arabic,American,

Chinese,French.German,Indian,JapaneseandYiddishlanguagesarejustafewamongmanyfrom which

theEnglishlanguagehasborrowedandadoptednew wordsovertime.Otherexamplesofloanwordsare

gazelle,yam,banjo,chocolate,woodchuck,caravan,pecan,bagel,tomato,andchess.

Thefactthatlanguageisalwayschangingdoesn'tmeanit'sgettingworse;it'sjustbecomingdifferent.In

OldEnglish,asmallwingedcreaturewithfeatherswasknownas‘brid’.Overtime,thepronunciation

changedtobird.Althoughit'snothardtoimaginechildreninthe1400'sbeingscoldedfor'slurring'bridinto

bird,it'sclearthatbirdwonout.Nobodytodaywouldsuggestthatbirdisanincorrectwordorasloppy

pronunciation.

Anotherreasonforchangeisthatnotwopeoplehavehadexactlythesamelanguageexperience.Weall

knowaslightlydifferentsetofwordsandconstructions,dependingonourage,job,educationlevel,region

ofthecountry,andsoon.Wepickupnewwordsandphrasesfrom allthedifferentpeoplewetalkwith,and

thesecombinetomakesomethingnew andunlikeanyotherperson'sparticularwayofspeaking.Atthe

sametime,variousgroupsinsocietyuselanguageasawayofmarkingtheirgroupidentity;showingwhois

andisn'tamemberofthegroup.

Manyofthechangesthatoccurinlanguagebeginwithteensandyoungadults.Asyoungpeopleinteract

withotherstheirownage,theirlanguagegrowstoincludewords,phrases,andconstructionsthatare

differentfrom thoseoftheoldergeneration.Somehaveashortlifespan,butothersstickaroundtoaffect

thelanguageasawhole.

Effectoftechnology

Whiletheimpactofinvasionsandtheeffectofotherlanguageshavehadasignificantinfluenceonthe

language,itiswithoutquestionthatadvancementsintechnologyhaveplayedavitalroleinthedevelopment

ofthelanguage.Longbeforemodernelectroniccommunications,othertechnologiesimpactedtheEnglish
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language.Imaginehow theinventionoftheprintingpressaroundthe15thcenturyallowedmassive

amountsoftexttobesharedamongmorepeoplethanever.Thisnewtechnologyhelpedfuelmuchofthe

learningduringandfollowingtheRenaissance.Theinventionoftheprintingpressledtogreateravailability

ofbooks,andallowedthepublictoexperiencenewspapersandthetimelessworksofDanielDefoeand

William Shakespeare.Radiocontributedtothespreadofthelanguageduringwartimes,whileitcouldbe

stronglyarguedthattheinventionoftelevisionwasamajorfactorintheincreaseduseofEnglishasa

secondlanguageinthe1950s.

Languageisalwayschanging,evolving,andadaptingtotheneedsofitsusers.IfEnglishhadn'tchanged

since,say,1950,wewouldn'thavewordstorefertomodems,faxmachines,orcableTV.Aslongasthe

needsoflanguageuserscontinuetochange,sowillthelanguage.Thechangeissoslowthatfrom yearto

yearwehardlynoticeit,excepttogrumbleeverysooftenaboutthe‘poorEnglish’beingusedbytheyounger

generation.

From Greekstogeeks:

Thetechnologyofliteraryproductionshouldnotbeunder-appreciated.Thegreatchangesinliterature,asin

otherfields,havebeendrivenbytechnology.Threemajorbreakthroughsintechnologyhavebeenthe

alphabet,mechanicalprint,andelectronictext.Theseinventionsclearlydivideliteraryhistoryintofourmajor

ages:

1.TheAgeofMemory:thespokenwordfrom ancienttimestotheuseofwriting.Complexliteratureinthe

AgeofMemoryisrestrictedtotrainedbardsusingmnemonicandmusicaldevices.Literatureisusedfor

entertainmentand,moreimportantly,forteam-building.Thesongofthelegendarypastdubbedbymodern

scholarsasmyth,mythichistory,epic,orheroicsongmayhaveoriginatedinthisage,butshortlyrics,songs

andballadsmusthavebeenthemostcommonliteraryforms.

2.TheAgeofManuscripts:thehandwrittenwordfrom theuseofwritingtotheprintingpress. European

mechanicalprintingbeginsabout1436AD.Writingandreadinggraduallyreplacesingingandlistening,as

textreplacessong.Literacyisrestrictedtoasmallprofessionalclass,suchasscribesormonksorscholars,

whothinkofthemselvesaslearned.Scribesmayaddnewitemstooldmanuscripts.Classicalliteratureand

medievalliteraturerepresenttheAgeofManuscriptsinEuropeanhistory.

3.TheAgeofBooks:theprintedwordfrom theinventionoftheprintingpressuntiltheinternet.Thelow

costandeaseofpublishingpermitsanexplosionofdifferentkindsofliterature,differentkindsofauthors,

differentstories,translationsintodifferentlanguages,specializationineverydirection.Literacybecomesan

essentialskillinatext-basedworld.Commercialdistributionfavorspopularliterature;writersnolonger

dependforsupportonwealthypatronsbutcatertothemasses.Literatureengagesinsocialcriticism,

humor,humblesubjects,fantasyandpureentertainment.Renaissancetomodernliteraturerepresentsthe
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AgeofBooksinthewest.

4.TheAgeoftheInternet:thewebwordfrom theinventionofelectronictextuntil…?Wearefortunatetolive

atthis"post-modern"timewhensuchimportantchangesarebeginningtotakeplace.Thestartofthe

InternetAge,weseethenew webtechnologyusedfirstforbookdistributioninAmazon.com,electronic

texts...etc.Meanwhile,thenoveltiesofthenew medium,likeinteractivity,areunderutilized,andinternet

applicationsthatseem wonderfullyadvancedtoussurelywillseem primitiveintheyearstocome.

Transitionsaregradual.Whenchangesfinallycome,peopletendtoseethenewtechnologyinlightofthe

old.Homerseemstoillustratethisprinciple,sincehisworkisinmanuscript,butthewordsarecomposedin

oralstyle.Lateintheageofmanuscripts,handwrittenpaperswereboundtogetherinbook-likevolumes.

Earlyintheageoftheprintingpress,mechanicallypublishedbookshadmanuscript-likeillustrations,andfor

manydecadesthefontstylesremainedunnecessarilyornate,resemblinghandwriting.Similarlyatthestart

oftheInternetAge,weseethenewwebtechnologyusedfirstforbookdistribution.

No matterscience and technology profoundly affected the production and reception ofliterature.

Technologyisamajorplayerinthisconnection.Thereisagreatfeartakingthewiderimpactoftechnology

onwrittenliterature.Rapidlygrowinginfluenceoftechnologyhasalteredthewayinwhichweliveandthink.

Thecultural,social,andeconomiclifeofmanhasdrasticallychanged.Wearerelateddirectlytotheuseof

technologyandnotwiththetheoriesandphilosophies.Theliteratureadoptedtechnicalchangestokeep

pacewithpressingneedsofthetime.Sincetheinventionofvarioustechniquesinwritingthatis,paper,ink,

printingpress,binding,circulation;literaturegotchanged.Variouswriterseitherusedtechnologyormadeit

astheirsubjectmatteroftheircreation.Technologybecomesthepartoftheenvironmentwithinwhich

literatureworks.

Technologyanditsdeviceshaveofferedauniqueplatform forrenownedauthorsaswelltothecommon

people.Peopleareeasilyexpressingthemselvesthroughmeansofelectronicmedialikeblog,twitter,and

othersocialnetworkingsites.Inadditiontogettingandgivingrecommendations,socialmediahasallowed

writersand readersto connectmore easilythan theyevercould before.Technologyfacilitated the

correspondence between an authorand a reader.This new wayofcommunication is adding new

dimensions to the literary fraternity.Itis providing a healthy discussion aboutthe reception and

understandingliteratureinabetterwayamongscholars,researchersandcommonreaders.

Technologyhasopenednew prospectstothefieldoftranslation.Thedevelopmentoftranslationwas

facingseveralimpedimentsinthepast.Non-availabilityofdictionaries,scarcityofreferencebooksand

limitedresourceswerebighurdlesintranslation.Astechnologyadvanced,theprocessoftranslationgot

much easier.Availability ofonline dictionaries,thesauruses,reference books,and resources made

translationasaninterestingwork.
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Today,Acronymshavealsobecomecommontosavebothtimeandspaceinatextmessage.Themajority

ofpeopleunderstandthemeaningof‘lol’,‘FAQ’,‘asap’,’kyc’‘rip’or‘omg’thesedays,butgoback30years

andtheywouldbemeaninglesstomostofus.Internetslangarecoinedandpopularizedbytheinternet

userstosavetimeonkeystrokes.

Conclusion

Languagechangesforseveralreasons.First,itchangesbecausetheneedsofitsspeakerschange.New

technologies,newproducts,andnewexperiencesrequirenewwordstorefertothem clearlyandefficiently.

Theliteratureadoptedtechnicalchangestokeeppacewithpressingneedsofthetime.ChaucertothePost-

Modernistauthorshasshowntechnologyinvariousformsinliterature.Thesewritersdepictedtechnology

astheirsubjectmatterand samewasshown asaserviceoftransformation to thehumanity.The

transformationtechnologyhasbroughtsomepositiveandnegativeimpactsonsocietyingeneraland

literatureinparticular.Thereisabigdangerrelyingmoreandmoreontechnology.Thiswillceasethepower

ofinnatethinkingandcreativityoftheyoungwriters.Naturalprocessofthinkingmaybeatriskatthecost

oftechnology.Thiswillcreatemanyproblemsforlatergenerations.

Regardlessofthistechnologicalimpediment,theimaginativeliteraturewillalwaysremainanintegralpartof

thesociety.Despitevariouschanges,literaturewillserveitspurposeasithasservedinearliertimes.

Languagewillneverstopchanging;itwillcontinuetorespondtotheneedsofthepeoplewhouseit.Sothe

nexttimewehearanew phrasefrom youngpeoplethatannoysourears,wemustrememberthatlike

everythingelseinnature,theEnglishlanguageisaworkinprogress.However,itisthebigquestioninfront

ofus,inwhichform literaturewilllastisuncertain,thecurrentbookform wasreplacedbyadigital,andthe

nextmanifestationiswhat..?Onlyfuturehastheanswer.
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