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Abstract 

AravindAdiga is a unique voice in contemporary Indian writing, bringing with  a new generation of writers 

who daringly explore the rapidly changing social scene. His books "The White Tiger" and "Last Man in the 

Tower" are notable literary masterpieces that encapsulate the spirit of a rapidly changing civilization. As the 

customary social order is lost, materialism's ascent, technology development, urbanization, globalization, 

Adigaskillfully illustrates how ideals spark a wave of change in his stories and people.  

This study explores the significant literary achievements of renowned Indian writer AravindAdiga, who is 

recognized for his sharply observed stories that shed light on the changing face of contemporary India. 

Adiga's writing always strikes me as a potent portrayal of India's journey between tradition and modernity, 

from his first book "The White Tiger" to his investigation of social issues in "Between the Assassinations." 

In the midst of India's swift change, Adiga's works provide a gripping portrayal of underprivileged people 

while exposing the harsh truths of inequality and social injustice. Globalization, neocolonialism, and the 

conflict between tradition and development are major themes that cause people to reflect on society and 

reevaluate conventional wisdom. This essay focuses on Adiga's contribution to the transformation of Indian 

literature by highlighting his evocative depictions of modern themes. It highlights his role in the 

development of postcolonial theory. 

 

Keywords-    New generation, Modernism, Literary style, New Trends 

 

Introduction 

Few voices in the enormous field of contemporary Indian writing speak as deeply and unwaveringly 

as ArvindAdiga's. By tackling the intricacies of contemporary India head-on, Adiga has carved out a unique 

place for himself with his sharp storytelling and biting social commentary. This study examines the life, 

writings, and socio-political significance of this distinguished author, with particular attention to his 

critically praised books "The White Tiger" and "Between the Assassinations."  

Adiga, who was born in Chennai, India, in 1974, followed a path that began with English literature classes 

and ended with him working as a journalist for major magazines like Time, The Financial Times, and The 

Wall Street Journal. His 2008 Man Booker Prize-winning debut book, "The White Tiger," propelled him.In 

this book, AravindAdiga speaks up for the underprivileged against those who would silence them. 
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BalramHalwai, the protagonist of The White Tiger, who was born into a lower caste, serves as a symbol of 

Indian individualism. He uses emptiness to increase his might. The White Tiger describes how Balram's life 

was affected by subaltern concerns. Through Balram's life tale, Adiga reveals the true state of both good and 

dark India. In postcolonial India, the term "subaltern" mostly refers to the subjugated status of individuals 

based on caste, class, and gender. These folks lack the ability to ascend. 

 

II INVESTIGATING ADIGA AND HIS WORKS 

 

Growing up in Mangalore, a city renowned for its rich cultural variety, AravindAdiga was exposed 

to a wide range of facets of Indian civilization. The basis for his deep comprehension of the nuances that 

characterize India was established by this early exposure to a variety of languages, customs, and social 

dynamics. His schooling at St. Aloysius College and other schools broadened his outlook even more. Later, 

Adiga's education at Oxford's Magdalen College and Columbia University broadened his perspectives and 

shaped the worldwide perspective he would eventually incorporate into his stories. 

When Adiga first started his career, he covered business and investment stories for prestigious magazines 

like the business Times. In addition to sharpening his analytical abilities, this professional period gave him a 

profound grasp of India's socioeconomic inequalities. Adiga's experience reporting on real-world problems 

became a natural fit for his narrative style when he moved from journalism to fiction. His writing is known 

for its frank depictions of societal realities and perceptive examination of current concerns. 

 

1) THE WHITE TIGER (2008) : 

In this book, Adiga eloquently illustrates how the wealthy, law enforcement officers, and politicians 

gain access to deprived people in order to live comfortable lifestyles. Uncertain morality and tension abound 

in The White Tiger. BalramHalwai, the storyteller, is just unparalleled and delivers an incredibly witty 

story. He is a multifaceted individual that combines roles such as businessman, philanthropist, butcher, and 

assassin. 

2) LAST MAN IN TOWER (2011): 

Adiga delves into the subject of gentrification and its effects on Mumbai's working-class population 

in Last Man in Tower. The building where the main character, Masterji, resides is set to be demolished to 

make room for a new construction. Masterji is an elderly instructor. He is the leader of a group of locals 

battling to protect their houses from the developers' bribery. The battle of the average man against the forces 

of corruption and greed is embodied in Masterji's persona. 

3) BEETWEEN THE ASSASSINATIONS (2008) : 

The fictional Indian hamlet of Kittur serves as the setting for a number of short stories collected in 

Between the Assassinations. In addition to examining issues like caste, religion, and gender, the stories also 

reflect the social and political climate of the community. Many people from various backgrounds and 

socioeconomic groups make up the cast of characters in these stories. Every story acts as a microcosm of 

Indian life and reflects the complexity of Indian society as a whole. 

4) SELECTION DAY(2016) : 

In the book Selection Day, two young cricket prodigies named Radha and Manju, along with their 

controlling father Mohan, are the main characters. The narrative looks at the expectations and pressures 

placed on these young boys as they play cricket in a cutthroat environment. The plot is propelled by 

Mohan's character, whose unwavering quest of success for his boys acts as a criticism on the fixation with 

success and achievement in modern-day India. 
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5) AMNESTY(2020) : 

Danny, an illegal immigrant who works as a cleaner in Sydney, Australia, is the protagonist in 

Adiga's most recent book, Amnesty. After witnessing a crime, Danny decides to tell the authorities his 

status, which sets the plot in motion. Danny is a fictional figure that symbolizes the struggles of thousands 

of undocumented immigrants in. 

 

New Trends in Indian English and its Concerns 

 

Raja Rao, RK Narayan, and Mulk Raj Anand undoubtedly made every effort to offer Indian writing 

in English a fresh, distinctive voice. Even though the "Big Three"'s signature earlier works first emerged in 

the 1930s, it is unquestionably a topic of fulfillment that they have retained all of its sincerity and attraction 

to this day. Addita Desai, ChamanNahal, Kamala Markandeya, Arun Joshi, Dina Mehta, and more writers 

have joined the Indian literary scene. 

Of the current group of Indian writers to achieve success abroad, UpamanyuChatterjee was the first. 

His 1988 debut novel, August in English, was well-received by critics and readers alike, and was published 

by Faber and Faber. Remarkably, Chatterjee has diminished along with the currents of English-language 

Indian storytelling in Britiain and America.  The wildly popular magical "realism" of modern Indian writers 

working in English does not ensnare Chatterjee. Chatterjee takes full use of the eccentricities of the Welfare 

State, which are strange enough to amuse a lot of people. The work by Vikram Chandra persistently 

highlights the influence of multi-layered narrative on the variety of our contemporary world. These stories 

blend classic themes like love, death, and atonement with 

 

During the time of British control, the germ for Indian writing in English was planted. The establishment of 

British imperialism in India provided a boost for the growth of Indian English literature. The globe has been 

captivated by the writings of several prominent Indo-Mongolian writers from India. Indian fiction has been 

written all throughout the subcontinent, representing the incredible diversity of India. Indian literature is 

known worldwide for its complexity and profundity. Among the most popular reading topics with an 

abundance of materials are identity crisis and colonial oppression. India has long been recognized for its 

writing, art, and literature. India is a country where more than 20 languages are spoken and where more than 

20 languages are included in literature.  

 

Arrival of a New Generation 

 

AravindAdiga is a unique voice in modern Indian writing, bringing with her a new generation of writers 

who daringly explore the rapidly changing social scene. His books "Last Man in Tower" and "The White 

Tiger" are notable pieces that encapsulate the spirit of a rapidly changing civilization. Adiga deftly captures 

this wave of change via his characters and tales, showing how consumerism, globalization, urbanization, 

technical growth, and a shift in values cause the old social order to crumble.  

 

The 21st century heralds the coming of a new generation in India, much as distinct literary periods 

are distinguished by notable changes in philosophy and society. A rebellion against deeply ingrained 

cultural standards characterizes this age.  

 

Conclusion 

 

AravindAdiga arises as a master storyteller who has used the power of words to unveil the soul of 

contemporary India in a world where literature functions as a bridge between the past and the present. His 

early career as a journalist and his eventual triumph of the Man Booker Prize reflect the changes in a 

country facing difficult issues from both its own complicated past and present. With his books, "The White 

Tiger" and "Between the Assassinations," in particular, Adiga has created a picture that eloquently depicts 

the glaring differences of a society about to undergo radical upheaval.  

Readers are immersed into a world where injustice and slavery are pervasive in Adiga's debut novel, "The 

White Tiger," as they follow a protagonist who must navigate the complex maze. 

The breadth of Adiga's storylines expanded along with his literary talent. He expands his horizons with 

"Between the Assassinations," a painting that depicts the profound shifts resulting from urbanization and 

globalization. Adiga offers a perceptive examination of how the forces of change affect everyday lives 
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through her deft storytelling, which reflects the hardships of those stuck between tradition and modernity. 

Beyond being simple mirrors of modern-day India, Adiga's books are potent catalysts for change, exposing 

historical injustices and offering a forum for discussions on social reform. The writer establishes himself as 

a literary provocateur who aims to stir readers' thoughts and encourage introspection via his unreserved 

study of subjects like neocolonialism, economic inequality, and the conflict between tradition and 

development. 

Adiga's writings confront the economic dominance of former colonial countries and illuminate the 

way toward decolonizing the intellect in a postcolonial world. His stories encourage readers to examine the 

lingering effects of injustice and inequality in contemporary India. They also act as a tool for contemplation 

about society. 

It becomes clear as we follow Adiga's creative path that his writing goes beyond the realm of pure 

fiction. A mirror reflecting the ambitions, difficulties, and triumphs of a country at a crossroads, it is a 

history of India's unwavering quest for identity, justice, and growth. Adiga reminds us with the grace of his 

words that literature is a tool for change, not merely a means of telling stories. It can influence the course of 

a society that aspires to a more fair and just world in the future. Within the vast fabric of Indian literature, 

AravindAdiga's voice echoes with resonance, cutting to the core of social injustices and pushing limits to 

elicit contemplation and conversation. His life story begins with the birth of "The White Tiger" 
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