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Abstract:

The adoption of the New Education Policy (NEP 2020) by the Government of India was a significant
development amidst the numerous challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic. The announcement of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 came as a surprise to numerous individuals. The anticipated adoption
of this initiative is projected to have a significant impact on the educational sector, regardless of the existing
infrastructure or human resources. The initial litmus test was administered by the Covid-19 epidemic, leading
to the sudden cessation of all educational endeavours. However, it also observed the emergence of several
pathways and prospects in the forthcoming years. The emergence of new age technologies has coincided with
the development of creative teaching and learning approaches. The advent of internet technology had a
significant role in facilitating this transformation, progressively permeating many aspects of society
throughout time. This article aims to examine the paradigm shifts that the NEP will introduce and explores
the potential for necessary mental preparation and infrastructure improvements.
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Overview of National Education Policy 2020

The National Education Policy of 2020 is an all-encompassing framework designed to bring about a
fundamental transformation in the education system of India. The aforementioned statement presents a
number of significant reforms and measures aimed at tackling the current issues and deficiencies within the
sector. The policy places significant importance on ensuring that all students, regardless of their socio-
economic origins, have fair and equal opportunities to receive high-quality education. The National Education
Policy 2020 has significant consequences for college students, particularly in terms of acknowledging the
presence of digital exclusionary practises. The Covid-19 epidemic has brought attention to the inequities in
educational access resulting from variations in socio-economic standing and resource availability. In order to
address this disparity, the strategy recognises the necessity of equipping students with digital infrastructure
and competencies. It acknowledges that students hailing from economically disadvantaged urban, tribal, caste-
based, and religious communities frequently encounter obstacles while attempting to utilise digital learning
tools.

The Covid-19 epidemic has worsened existing disparities in educational access and outcomes. Due to the
abrupt closure of educational institutions, students were compelled to make a shift towards online learning.
Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that there exists a disparity among kids in terms of their access
to digital devices and dependable internet connections inside their households. Consequently, a significant
number of students face an inherent disadvantage, perhaps leading to difficulties in maintaining pace with
their academic pursuits. Furthermore, the policy places significant emphasis on the critical role of virtual
resources in augmenting educational achievements. Kumar (2022) acknowledges the potential of emerging
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technology in the field of medical education, while underscoring the imperative for enhanced training in order
to proficiently harness the capabilities of these instruments. This training session gives students and educators
the tools to explore and maximise digital learning benefits. The National Education Policy 2020 recommends
digital infrastructure in schools to address the digital gap. This includes high-speed internet, computer labs,
and digital learning tools. Additionally, the policy encourages the inclusion of digital literacy and ICT skills
in the curriculum (Kalyani, 2020). This will guarantee that pupils possess the essential digital competencies
required for success in the contemporary society. The policy seeks to enhance students' digital literacy in order
to empower them and ensure equitable access to possibilities for success in an increasingly digital society.

The National Instruction Policy 2020 also recognises the importance of technology in improving instruction.
The programme promotes innovative pedagogical methods and digital platforms that engage students and
enable interactive learning. The idea suggests using active and project-based learning methods, which have
been shown to increase student engagement and critical thinking. Technology allows instructors to create
interesting and dynamic learning experiences that meet students' diverse needs and learning styles. The
strategy also emphasises the need for educational institutions and business to collaborate to close the gap
between theory and practise. Through partnerships with businesses and organisations, students gain real-world
experience in their academic fields.

Significant Changes in National Education Policy 2020

The National Education Policy 2020 emphasises vocational education and practical skills. Technical and
vocational skills are needed in the workforce; thus, the policy gives pupils the chance to learn them. The idea
IS to integrate vocational training into the curriculum so students can learn practical skills alongside academic
knowledge. This will boost their employability and meet the needs of sectors that need skilled workers.

Teacher preparation in the digital age is also recognised in the National Education Policy 2020. Digital
technology implementation and integration in education depend on educators. The policy emphasises periodic
educator training and professional development to improve digital skills. Provide educators with the skills and
knowledge to use digital tools and resources to improve teaching and student learning. The National Education
Policy 2020 emphasises multidisciplinary education. The approach emphasises the integration of disciplines
and encourages educators to connect concepts to real-world situations. This interdisciplinary approach
encourages students to make connections across disciplines to develop critical thinking and problem-solving
skills. Project-based learning encourages students to explore many perspectives and use different methods to
solve complex challenges, which fosters creativity and innovation.

According to the National Education Policy 2020, research shows that technology can improve student
performance. A study conducted in 2020 (Moore, 2014) found that the consideration of various digital
strategies had a high impact on the development of Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge among
student teachers. This finding suggests that when educators have sufficient training and possess the essential
digital competencies, they are able to successfully integrate technology into their instructional methods,
leading to enhanced academic achievements among students (Wollmann & Lange-Schubert, 2022). To
effectively integrate technology into classrooms, instructors need ongoing professional development. Training
and support in digital technologies and resources can improve teachers' digital literacy and pedagogical skills.
By keeping up with educational practises and technology, teachers can improve student comprehension and
retention. They may create compelling and interactive learning experiences (Burns-Sardone, 2014).

Furthermore, the incorporation of technology in the realm of education has the potential to foster enhanced
inclusivity and accessibility. Digital tools and resources has the capacity to accommodate a wide range of
learning needs and offer individualised learning experiences for students. One illustration of this phenomenon
is the potential advantages that assistive technologies can offer to students with learning disabilities. These
technologies have the capacity to customise content in a manner that caters to the unique requirements of
these individuals, thereby enhancing accessibility and fostering greater engagement in the learning process.
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Technology in schools can also foster collaboration and improve student communication. Online platforms
and virtual learning settings allow students to collaborate, share ideas, and debate outside of the classroom
(Muller & Wulf, 2020). Students learn cooperation, information sharing, and constructive criticism in their
peer group, which develops communal engagement and collaboration. It gives people the skills they need to
succeed in today's professional climate, which values good communication and teamwork. Technology can
also streamline administrative tasks and improve classroom productivity. Learning management systems,
online grading systems, and digital resource repositories can expedite education operations like assignment
distribution, student progress tracking, and feedback. This helps teachers focus on teaching and individualised
support. To maximise the benefits of technology in education, educators must use pedagogically-informed
methods that emphasise student participation and active learning. This shifts from passive information
consumption to participatory and experiential activities that improve critical thinking and problem-solving
skills.

Project-based learning, where students work together to solve real problems, works well. This method
improves understanding, teamwork, communication, and decision-making. Inquiry-based learning, where
students study, analyse data, and create solutions to real-world problems, is also beneficial. This strategy
promotes critical thinking, problem-solving, and information literacy. It also encourages students to
collaborate, share ideas, and draw conclusions. Gamification may also boost student motivation and
engagement. Game components and game-like experiences can provide an interesting and interactive learning
environment that encourages active participation and recognises student achievement (Bovermann et al.,
2018).

Potential Implications of NEP 2020 on College Students

The National Education Policy 2020 has changed the educational system, therefore tertiary students must
consider its effects. The National Education Policy (NEP) promotes digital literacy and skill development in
schools through technology. The National Education Policy (NEP) is expected to promote a learner-centered
approach by prioritising college students' needs and interests. Technology can let kids learn at their own pace
and explore topics that interest them. This method encourages self-directed learning and student
responsibility. Technology can also make education more accessible and inclusive. Digital tools and resources
allow tailored help and accommodations for kids with different learning needs. This ensures that all kids have
an equal chance to succeed academically.

Students' critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills are also stressed in the NEP 2020.
Technology can help develop and improve these talents. Interactive learning platforms, virtual simulations,
and collaborative projects allow students to actively acquire critical thinking, information analysis, and
complex problem-solving. Technology in the curriculum boosts critical thinking, problem-solving, and
project-based learning. Students can use digital tools and resources to actively participate in real, practical
projects that require them to apply their knowledge and skills. A practical approach to education fosters
creativity and originality in students and deepens their understanding. Shuyan and Hong's study stressed the
importance of adding technology into the curriculum to boost student engagement and critical thinking
(Nurramadhani & Permana, 2020). In a similar vein, the investigation conducted by Yang and Wu concerning
English as a Second Language (ESL) pupils at the high school level corroborated the proposition that the use
of technology into educational practises can yield enhancements in both communication and critical thinking
abilities. These findings provide more support for the assertion that technology has a significant influence on
the academic achievements of students (Zelin 11, 2013) .

Furthermore, the incorporation of technology within the educational setting not only offers academic
advantages but also equips college students with the necessary skills to navigate the digital era. In light of the
growing dependence on technology in contemporary society, the cultivation of digital literacy skills among
students has paramount importance. The integration of technology into the educational routines of college
students enables them to develop a high level of competence in utilising digital tools and resources, which are
vital for their prospective professional endeavours.
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Impact of NEP 2020 on College Curriculum in India

The Indian National Education Policy 2020 has shaped college courses, particularly in technology. The policy
recognises the importance of technology in education and aims to provide college students with digital skills.
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 prioritises IT and computer science education. The policy
recognises technology's rapid growth and integration into many enterprises. Thus, college students must be
well-versed in these fields. To achieve this goal, the 2020 National Instruction Policy (NEP) has established
explicit protocols to facilitate the general teaching of information technology and computer science to children
at various educational stages.

Through technology in the college curriculum, students will learn technical skills and critical thinking,
problem-solving, and collaboration. The 2020 National Education Policy (NEP) recognises the importance of
these competences in preparing students for the workforce and enabling them to contribute to the Indian
economy. The policy also stresses the importance of transdisciplinary education. This approach helps students
understand the significance and interrelationship of multiple disciplines, developing critical thinking and a
thorough understanding of complex topics. The National Council for Teachers of English emphasises that
real-life settings make educational experiences more authentic and valuable than separate subject domains.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 encourages project-based learning in higher education due to its
multidisciplinary focus. Numerous studies show that collaborative project participants improve problem-
solving and communication. Individuals can apply their knowledge in actual contexts and work together to
solve complex problems. Students' topic knowledge and collaboration and collaborative abilities improve with
project-based learning (PBL). The 2020 National Education Policy recognises inquiry- and project-based
learning's benefits. This method allows students to examine real-world challenges through case studies and
independent research to find and implement solutions. Students learn critical thinking and decision-making
in diverse and cooperative settings. Students learn information analysis, connection-making, and solution
evaluation.

Exploring the Changes in Assessment Procedures under NEP 2020

The 2020 National Education Policy will require evaluation processes to adapt to new instructional methods.
More rigorous and skill-focused assessments will replace rote memorization-based exams. Integration of
performance-based activities is a notable assessment development. Students will be evaluated on their ability
to apply knowledge, not only memorise facts. People will need to think critically, assess situations, and come
up with creative solutions.

Formative assessments are prioritised in innovative assessment methods. Formative assessments are crucial
to the National Education Policy 2020. Exams give students and teachers continual feedback, allowing them
to improve learning. Formative evaluations provide a thorough view of a student's academic development,
unlike summative exams. The 2020 National Education Policy (NEP) emphasises student engagement in
evaluation. Students are extensively encouraged to self-evaluate and peer-assess their learning. This technique
develops metacognitive skills and a sense of educational autonomy and accountability. Technology in
evaluation methods is also stressed in the 2020 National Education Policy. Digital technologies and platforms
allow educators to use online examinations that surpass paper-pencil tests. Digital assessments include
quizzes, simulations, and multimedia presentations that allow students to demonstrate their knowledge and
skills in a compelling and authentic way. In addition to assessment changes, the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 promotes feedback as a learning tool. Feedback was once limited to a numerical grade or score,
missing detail about a student's strengths and weaknesses.

Understanding the Role of NEP 2020 in Promoting Multidisciplinary Education

The National Education Policy 2020 emphasises transdisciplinary education and assessment methodology
restructuring. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to dissolve subject-oriented instruction and
promote a holistic approach to education. According to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, students
can choose from a variety of subjects, including vocational courses, that match their interests and goals. This
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approach enables students to explore multiple academic fields and learn a variety of abilities. Curriculum
reform aids transdisciplinary education. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to reorganise the
curriculum to promote critical thinking and comprehensive growth. The suggested curriculum structure
promotes integrated education rather than discipline-specific instruction. This strategy will help pupils
connect different subjects and explore their interrelationships. The 2020 National Education Policy also
recognises the need to develop and resource teachers to apply this multidisciplinary approach. The NEP 2020
emphasises teacher training and professional development to promote transdisciplinary approaches.
Professional development will teach teachers how to create and deploy interdisciplinary educational
resources. These trainings will promote cross-disciplinary learning and student interaction.

The 2020 National Education Policy (NEP) encourages educators from diverse academic sectors to
collaborate and fosters relationships between educational institutions and university researchers. This
collaboration could improve education and integrate classroom practises with research. This collaboration
helps teachers learn about innovative teaching methods and incorporate the latest research into their lessons.
The 2020 National Education Policy also recognises technology's role in transdisciplinary education. Digital
tools and resources can boost multidisciplinary research and give students the chance to connect and
experience learning.

The multidisciplinary approach may require educators to use a variety of teaching strategies in the classroom.
Project-based learning, where students collaborate on real-world projects, promotes interdisciplinary
integration. This teaching method requires interdisciplinary expertise. One academic project could be a
multimedia presentation on a historical event that integrates history, art, and technology. An academic project
could involve designing and building a sustainable model using physics, maths, and engineering. Educators
can also use cross-curricular subjects to help pupils understand academic fields' links. An example is a science
lesson on climate change that may include geography, economics, and social studies to help pupils understand
global issues.

NEP 2020 and Its Influence on College Admissions Process

The National Education Policy of 2020 (NEP 2020) exerts a substantial impact on the procedure of college
admissions. The strategy is designed to cultivate a transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary liberal education,
with the goal of equipping students with the necessary skills to navigate a dynamic work market that demands
versatility and adaptability. According to the newly implemented policy, institutions of higher education will
prioritise the holistic development of students, encompassing other aspects beyond solely academic
achievements. Admissions committees prioritise students who have exhibited a breadth of academic pursuits
and have showcased their aptitude for critical thinking, adeptness in resolving intricate issues, and proficiency
in collaborative endeavours. In order to adhere to the tenets outlined in the National Education Policy (NEP)
of 2020, institutions of higher education have the opportunity to reassess and modify their admissions criteria
and procedures. Educational institutions have the capacity to reduce the significance attributed to standardised
test scores and instead prioritise comprehensive assessments that consider a student’s engagement in
extracurricular pursuits, community engagement, and leadership responsibilities. This transition will not alone
facilitate a more holistic comprehension of a student's capabilities but also foster their inclination to cultivate
a diverse array of proficiencies and passions throughout their educational tenure.

Moreover, institutions of higher education have the capacity to place emphasis on diversity and inclusivity
when considering applicants for admission. In order to cultivate a diverse student body, educational
institutions might proactively engage in the recruitment of students from various backgrounds, thereby
fostering a multifaceted representation of ideas and experiences. The consideration of several characteristics,
including socio-economic position, ethnicity, gender, and geographical location, might contribute to the
achievement of this objective within the admissions process. Aligned with the National Education Policy
(NEP) of 2020, which prioritises vocational courses and the comprehensive growth of students, higher
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education institutions can also provide significance to the participation of applicants in vocational training
programmes and internships. This will provide as an indication of their applied abilities and preparedness for
professional employment.

Analyzing the Criticisms and Concerns of NEP 2020

The NEP 2020 has garnered commendation for its focus on comprehensive development and interdisciplinary
education. However, it is imperative to scrutinise the critiques and concerns that have been articulated with
regards to the aforementioned policy. A significant concern revolves around the potential ramifications on the
quality of education. Critics contend that the NEP 2020 may lead to a reduction in academic standards due to
its reduced reliance on standardised testing and traditional academic criteria. The authors contend that in the
absence of a robust emphasis on fundamental disciplines and scholarly rigour, students may not possess
sufficient readiness for post-secondary education or the professional realm. (Tejashwini, 2022). Furthermore,
there are apprehensions regarding the pragmatic execution of the policy. There are concerns among critics
regarding the potential issues associated with the adoption of holistic evaluations and an emphasis on
vocational courses, particularly in relation to assessment methods and the allocation of resources. There is a
query over the ability of colleges and universities to adequately assess candidates using a more diverse set of
criteria and guarantee equity in the admissions procedure.

Another critique is the potential reinforcement of pre-existing disparities within the school system. The NEP
2020 places significant emphasis on the promotion of diversity and inclusivity within the education system.
However, there are apprehensions over the potential obstacles that students from underprivileged backgrounds
may encounter in their pursuit of high-quality education. In order to effectively tackle the apprehensions
around the potential reinforcement of prevailing disparities within the education system, the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 suggests the creation of a unified governing body known as the Higher
Education Commission of India. The aforementioned regulatory body will assume the responsibility of
monitoring the operations of both public and private institutions of higher education, with the objective of
guaranteeing their compliance with principles of fairness and inclusiveness. In addition, institutions of higher
education have the capacity to implement proactive strategies aimed at promoting equitable chances for
students hailing from underprivileged socio-economic backgrounds. The aforementioned measures
encompass the provision of financial assistance and scholarships, the establishment of mentorship initiatives,
and the provision of supplementary support services, such as tutoring and counselling.

National Education Policy 2020: A Boon or a Bane for Indian College Students?

The National Education Policy 2020 has introduced substantial modifications to the education system in India.
Consequently, it is imperative to do a critical assessment of its potential impact on college students inside the
nation. The policy's objectives include the promotion of comprehensive development, experiential learning,
and a diverse array of options for students. However, concerns have been expressed over its potential effects
on the standard of education, feasibility of implementation, and exacerbation of social disparities. A prominent
issue highlighted by opponents is the apprehension of reduced academic standards. The authors contend that
prioritising holistic development and vocational courses could potentially undermine the rigorous academic
standards necessary for cultivating individuals who possess comprehensive knowledge and a broad skill set.
There exists a concern regarding the potential dilution of topic knowledge and academic rigour due to the
emphasis placed on a broad array of evaluation factors.

Furthermore, there are concerns raised by critics regarding the feasibility of implementing the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in practise. There is a query regarding the capacity of colleges and universities
to proficiently execute the suggested modifications, including considerations of infrastructure, resources, and
experience. The adoption of multidisciplinary courses and the incorporation of vocational training necessitates
substantial investment and collaboration between educational institutions and companies, potentially giving
rise to logistical complexities. Moreover, it has been contended by critics that the implementation of the
National Education Policy 2020 has the potential to further amplify pre-existing disparities within the
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educational framework. The policy endeavours to establish equitable possibilities; nonetheless, apprehensions
exist regarding potential obstacles that students from underprivileged families may encounter in their access
to the newly introduced educational initiatives. It is imperative to provide the requisite support mechanisms
to effectively tackle these difficulties and guarantee equitable access to the policy's provisions for all students,
irrespective of their socio-economic circumstances. Notwithstanding these problems, the National Education
Policy 2020 encompasses certain favourable facets that possess the capacity to enhance the higher education
system in India.
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