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Abstract: This study delves into stakeholder perspectives on the Common Undergraduate Entrance Test
(CUET) and its impact on college choices, offering insights crucial for shaping the examination system&#39;s
future. Survey data unveils a wide array of interests and activities among respondents, reflecting their diverse
backgrounds. It also highlights a high CUET awareness level, although opinions on examination center
feasibility vary. Students express varying levels of difficulty for CUET, indicating the need for a balanced
challenge. The majority sees CUET as offering ample admission opportunities, but improvements may be
needed to cater to diverse student needs. The majority finds CUET &#39;s admission process student-friendly,
with some room for improvement. When choosing colleges, students consider multiple aspects, with most
valuing a holistic educational experience encompassing infrastructure, teacher qualifications, co-curricular
activities, examination methods, college type, and course variety. These insights underline the importance of
flexible, inclusive educational systems meeting diverse student needs and striving for continuous
improvement in higher education.

Index Terms - Common Undergraduate Entrance Test, Admission opportunities, Admission process,
Infrastructure, Teacher Qualifications, Co-Curricular Activities, Examination Methods and, College Type.

. INTRODUCTION

Completing high school opens numerous educational paths and opportunities. Pursuing undergraduate
education is essential because it provides a strong academic foundation, equipping students with knowledge
and skills vital for career success. Many professions require a bachelor's degree, which broadens job prospects
and income potential.

Undergraduate programs allow specialization in various fields, fostering expertise crucial for career paths.
College also fosters personal growth, encouraging exploration, critical thinking, and a broader worldview.
Networking opportunities with peers, professors, and mentors can be invaluable.

Moreover, undergraduate programs offer access to research and innovation resources, nurturing critical
thinking and problem-solving skills highly valued in professional settings. They provide personal fulfillment
and cultural awareness, promoting a global perspective. Undergraduate education often serves as a
prerequisite for further studies and instills a lifelong love for learning while developing essential skills like
communication and teamwork.

However, it's essential to recognize that undergraduate education may not suit everyone. Different individuals
have unique goals and circumstances, with alternative paths like vocational training or entrepreneurship
offering viable options. Ultimately, the choice to pursue undergraduate education should align with one's
personal and career objectives.
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CHOICE OF COURSES

The choice of course depends on individuals’ interests, career goals, and academic strengths. Here are some
popular courses after 12th and their benefits:

11.1. Bachelor's Degree Courses:

w N

BA (Bachelor of Arts): Offers a wide range of subjects, suitable for humanities and social sciences
enthusiasts.

BSc (Bachelor of Science): Covers various science disciplines, ideal for science and research careers.
BCom (Bachelor of Commerce): Tailored for commerce, accounting, and finance interests.
BTech/BE (Bachelor of Technology/Engineering): Perfect for engineering and tech enthusiasts with
diverse specializations.

BBA (Bachelor of Business Administration): A foundation for business management and future MBA
pursuits.

I1.11 Professional Courses:

Uk wm

MBBS (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery): Competitive but rewarding for aspiring
doctors.

BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery): Focuses on dentistry.

LLB (Bachelor of Laws): For those pursuing a legal career.

CA (Chartered Accountancy): Prestigious for accounting and finance.

CS (Company Secretary): Concentrates on corporate governance.

CMA (Cost and Management Accountancy): Ideal for cost and management accounting.

11111 Diploma and Certificate Courses:

Various practical courses are available, such as graphic design, web development, and hotel management,
leading to quick employment.

1.1V Other Specialized Programs:

agrwdE

B.Ed (Bachelor of Education): For teaching careers in India.

BPharm (Bachelor of Pharmacy): Focused on pharmaceutical sciences.

BSc Nursing (Bachelor of Science in Nursing): Prepares students for nursing careers.
BFA (Bachelor of Fine Arts): Ideal for artistic expression.

BHM (Bachelor of Hotel Management): Concentrates on hospitality management.

Pursuing higher education after 12th offers specialized career options, higher earning potential, and personal
growth. It provides expertise in chosen field, better job prospects, and can fulfil requirements for professions
like medicine and law. Align course choice with interests and long-term career goals and consult career
counsellors for guidance in making an informed decision.
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I11.  ADMISSION PROCESS

The admission process for undergraduate (UG) courses in India varies depending on the university, college,
and the specific course of interest. However, here's a general outline of the admission process for UG courses
in India:

e Choose a Course and College/University: First need is to decide on the UG course one wants to pursue
and research the colleges or universities offering that course. Consider factors like location, reputation,
infrastructure, and faculty when selecting institutions.

o Check Eligibility Criteria: Each UG course and institution has specific eligibility criteria, including
minimum educational qualifications, age limits, and sometimes entrance exams. Ensure that these
requirements are met with.

o Entrance Examinations (if applicable): Many UG courses in India require students to appear for
entrance exams. These exams are typically conducted at the national, state, or university level.
Examples include: Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) for engineering courses, National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for medical course, Common Admission Test (CAT) for management courses
(MBA), National Entrance Screening Test (NEST) for integrated M.Sc. programs, Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT) for law programs, State-level entrance exams for various professional and
general degree courses.

o Application Process: After identification of course and institution, check the official website of the
college or university for admission notifications. Fill out the application form and submit it online or
as per the prescribed method along with application fee.

o Merit-Based Admissions: In addition to entrance exams, some UG courses admit students based on
merit. Colleges and Universities may release cut-off marks or merit lists for admission.

e Counselling and Seat Allotment (if applicable): In courses involving counselling, participation in
counselling sessions is necessary to select your preferred college and course according to your rank.
Seats are allocated based on merit and preferences.

o Reservation (if applicable): India has a system of reservation for certain categories like Scheduled
Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward Classes (OBC), and Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS). The percentage of reserved seats varies by state and institution.

o Payment of Fees: Once a seat is allotted, the admission process is completed by payment of fees
which secures place in the course.

o Document Verification: In document verification, necessary certificates, mark sheets, identity
documents, and other relevant paperwork is required.

e Hostel Accommodation (if required): If you require hostel accommodation, inquire about the hostel
admission process, and complete the necessary formalities.

It's important to note that the admission process may differ from one state to another and from one college or
university to another. Therefore, it is essential to regularly check the official websites of the institutions you
are interested in for the most up-to-date information regarding admission procedures, eligibility criteria, and
important dates.

IV. COMMON UNDERGRADUATE ENTRANCE TEST

This year a centralized system for undergraduate admissions has been adopted, along with an online entrance
exam called CUET (Common Undergraduate Entrance Test). To simplify and streamline the admissions
process, making it more accessible and efficient for both students and institutions.

IV.I BENEFITS

The adoption of a centralized admissions system with online entrance exams holds significant benefits for the
educational landscape. One of its most compelling advantages is its capacity to streamline the often complex
and time-consuming admissions process. By providing a unified platform through which students can apply
to multiple universities or colleges, it greatly simplifies the application procedure. This not only eases the
burden on applicants, who no longer need to navigate various application systems, but also lightens the
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administrative load on educational institutions. The consolidation of application data and processes centralizes
administrative tasks, reducing redundancy and potential errors.

Another noteworthy benefit is the enhancement of transparency within the admissions process. Through the
implementation of online entrance exams with standardized evaluation criteria and results, the system ensures
fairness and impartiality. This reduces the likelihood of bias or favouritism, creating a level playing field for
all applicants. The objectivity inherent in the standardized approach fosters trust among both applicants and
educational institutions.

Accessibility is another crucial facet of this system. Online applications and exams extend a lifeline to a
broader spectrum of students, including those residing in remote areas. In-person exams may pose significant
challenges for such individuals, including geographical distance and logistical hurdles. The transition to online
examinations makes higher education more accessible, thus facilitating the pursuit of academic aspirations
for a wider range of prospective students.

Cost-efficiency is an additional boon. The move towards centralized systems markedly reduces the demand
for physical infrastructure and the extensive paperwork often associated with traditional admissions processes.
This translates into substantial cost savings for educational institutions, which can allocate resources more
efficiently. Furthermore, the system reduces administrative expenses, optimizing the allocation of financial
resources for academic purposes.

Lastly, the wealth of data collected through online systems offers universities a valuable tool for informed
decision-making. The ability to analyse admission trends, student preferences, and demographic information
provides insights that can shape future strategies. By harnessing this data, institutions can better align their
offerings with the evolving needs and expectations of prospective students, ensuring that they remain
competitive in the dynamic landscape of higher education.

In conclusion, the implementation of a centralized admissions system with online entrance exams represents
a transformative step towards a more efficient, equitable, and data-informed undergraduate admissions
process. Its advantages encompass simplification, transparency, accessibility, cost-efficiency, and the
capacity for strategic adaptation. This evolution promises to benefit both students and educational institutions
alike, heralding a brighter and more accessible future for higher education.

A study was initiated which aimed at analysing the perspectives of stakeholders regarding CUET (Common
Undergraduate Entrance Test) and parameters of choosing a college for their studies. It has yielded valuable
insights and suggestions that can play a pivotal role in shaping the future of the examination system. The
findings of this study have provided a comprehensive understanding of stakeholders' opinions, shedding light
on both the strengths and areas for improvement within the CUET framework.

Do you belong to Rural area

253 responses

P ves
@ o

The survey revealed that 60% of the participating students hailed from rural areas within JK UT, while 40%
were from urban areas.
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The responses from the survey participants indicate a diverse range of interests and activities. Many of them
expressed interest in various fields, such as academics, cultural activities, sports, and hobbies, including
dancing, reading, and writing. Some mentioned specific academic disciplines like Economics, Political
Science, and Science, while others were interested in NCC and other extracurricular activities. In summary,
the survey reveals a broad spectrum of interests and engagement in different activities among the participants,
reflecting their diverse backgrounds and preferences. Also individuals expressed a diverse range of academic

interests, including courses like BA, B.Com, B.Sc, BCA, and psychology, among others, with variations in
course names and majors.

Were you aware of CUET
299 responses

@ Yes
P No

Was the examination center feasible
300 responses

W ves
P Ho
Mayte

Moreover, the findings indicated a high level of awareness about CUET, with 90% of the students being
informed about it, while only 10% remained unaware of its existence. The feasibility of the examination center
received mixed responses, with 43.3% of respondents indicating it was feasible, 14.3% expressing it was not
feasible, and 32.3% remaining uncertain.
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Was the level of examination

300 responses

@ Difficult

® Easy
@ Manageable

Do you think it provides more options for admission
00 responses

® ves
@ Mo
0 Maybe

The responses regarding the level of the examination varied, with 12.7% finding it difficult, 70.3%
considering it manageable, and 17% describing it as easy. In response to whether CUET provides more options
for admission, 49.7% of participants answered "yes," 15.7% answered "no," while the remaining respondents
were uncertain or chose "maybe."

Is the process of admission student friendly

298 responses

@ vos
$ N
Do you want to pursue your studies in your hometown
296 responses
& ves
® No
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The survey data indicates that a significant majority of participants, specifically 92.6%, found the admission
process to be student friendly. This suggests that most of the surveyed students felt that CUET's admission
process was designed to be accommodating, straightforward, or otherwise favorable to the students' needs and
concerns.

According to the survey, a significant majority of respondents, specifically 76.7%, expressed a desire to study
in a nearby college, while 23.3% indicated a preference for pursuing their studies elsewhere. This data
suggests that a majority of individuals are inclined to stay in their hometowns for educational purposes,
possibly due to factors like familiarity, proximity to family and friends, or a strong sense of attachment to
their home communities. Conversely, a notable minority seems more open to exploring educational
opportunities in different locations, possibly driven by a desire for new experiences or specific academic
opportunities available in other areas.

Are all the subjects of your choice available in your hometown college
296 responses

® Vs
® Mo
Do you want to pursue study in a nearby college
247 rezponzes
@ ves
@ o
Mayhe

The fact that only a small percentage responded "no" suggests that there might be room for improvement or
addressing concerns raised by a minority of respondents. It's important for the examination conducting
authority to continuously assess and enhance their admission procedures to ensure that they are accessible and
favorable to students.

In the recent survey, it was found that 63.3% of respondents expressed a strong interest in pursuing their
studies at a nearby college. This majority indicates a significant inclination towards the idea of attending a
local educational institution. On the other hand, 18.9% of respondents indicated a clear reluctance to do so,
suggesting that a substantial portion of the population is not interested in studying at a nearby college. Lastly,
17.8% of respondents fell into the "maybe" category, demonstrating a degree of uncertainty or ambivalence
regarding this decision.
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These findings suggest that a considerable number of individuals are drawn to the convenience and advantages
that a nearby college offers, such as reduced commuting time and familiarity with the local area. On the
contrary, those who are not in favor of this option may have different priorities, such as pursuing specific
programs or experiencing a different environment. The "maybe" group implies that there are individuals who
are open to considering both sides of the argument and may be swayed by various factors when making their
final decision.

Do you want to pursue your studies in Government college
300 responses

® Yes
@

The choice of college is based on
200 rezponses

infrastruciure

Cualifcation of Teachars o4 [18%)

Co curricular activities 34 {11.3%)

Made of examination 30 (10%]
Tvpe of college 34 {11.3%)

Courses offersd 31 (17%:)

All of the above

] al 100 150 200 250

A staggering 97% of respondents expressed a strong desire to pursue their studies at a government college,
while only a mere 3% indicated a preference against doing so. This overwhelming preference for government
colleges highlights a widespread inclination towards seeking education in such institutions, possibly due to
factors like affordability, quality of education, or other advantages associated with government colleges.

When it comes to selecting a college, students consider various factors. In a recent survey, it was found that:

1. 8.3% of respondents prioritize the college's infrastructure, indicating that the physical facilities and
amenities play a role in their decision-making.

2. 18% of participants place importance on the qualifications and expertise of the teaching staff, showing
that the quality of education is a significant consideration for them.

3. 11.3% of students value co-curricular activities, suggesting that extracurricular opportunities and a
well-rounded education are attractive to this group.

4. 10% of respondents factor in the mode of examination, implying that the evaluation process and
assessment methods used by the college influence their choice.

5. 11.3% focus on the type of college, which could mean they prefer public or private institutions,
religious affiliations, or specific characteristics.
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6. 17% consider the range of courses offered, indicating that the variety and availability of academic
programs are a key determinant.

Remarkably, the survey also revealed that a vast majority, 71.7% of respondents, value "all of the above"
factors in their college choice. This suggests that many students take a comprehensive approach when making
this crucial decision, looking for colleges that excel in multiple areas, including infrastructure, teacher
qualifications, co-curricular activities, examination methods, type of college, and the variety of courses
available.

V. CONCLUSION

The study undertaken to explore the perspectives of stakeholders regarding the Common Undergraduate
Entrance Test (CUET) and the factors influencing their college choices has provided valuable insights that
can shape the future of the examination system. The findings offer a comprehensive understanding of
stakeholder opinions, highlighting both the strengths and areas that may benefit from improvement within the
CUET framework.

The survey data reveals a diverse range of interests and activities among the respondents. Students expressed
keen interests in various fields, including academics, cultural activities, sports, and hobbies such as dancing,
reading, and writing. Moreover, some individuals specified academic disciplines like Economics, Political
Science, and Science, while others showed enthusiasm for NCC and other extracurricular activities. These
diverse interests reflect the broad backgrounds and preferences of the survey participants.

Additionally, the data indicated that respondents had a diverse range of academic interests, including courses
like BA, B.Com, B.Sc, BCA, and psychology, among others. This reflects variations in course preferences
and majors, emphasizing the importance of offering a wide array of programs to cater to diverse academic
aspirations.

Awareness of CUET was found to be quite high, with 90% of students being informed about its existence.
The feasibility of the examination center received mixed responses, with some finding it feasible, others not,
and a significant proportion remaining uncertain. This highlights the need for ensuring that examination
centers are accessible and suitable for most test-takers.

Regarding the level of difficulty of the CUET examination, opinions varied, with most participants
considering it manageable. A notable portion found it easy, but there was also a small group that perceived it
as difficult. This variety of responses underscores the importance of maintaining an appropriate level of
challenge in the examination.

In terms of the opportunities CUET provides for admission, a significant portion of respondents recognized
its potential to offer more options for admission. However, a smaller percentage disagreed, suggesting that
there may be room for improving the admission system to accommodate a broader range of student needs.

The survey data indicated that a significant majority of respondents found the admission process to be student-
friendly, which is a positive indication that the CUET's admission procedures are designed to cater to the
needs and concerns of the students effectively. However, a minority expressed a preference for pursuing their
studies elsewhere, suggesting that there may be areas for improvement in addressing the concerns raised by
this group.

In a separate finding, it was revealed that a majority of respondents (63.3%) expressed a strong interest in
attending a nearby college. This underscores the appeal of local educational institutions, potentially due to
factors like reduced commuting time and familiarity with the area. On the other hand, a significant portion
(18.9%) indicated a reluctance to study at a nearby college, emphasizing that other factors influence their
decision. A percentage (17.8%) fell into the "maybe™ category, indicating that they may consider a nearby
college depending on various factors.

[JCRT2403982 ] International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org ] i281


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 |JCRT | Volume 12, Issue 3 March 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882

In the context of government colleges, a substantial 97% of respondents expressed a strong desire to pursue
their studies in such institutions. This overwhelming preference indicates the attractiveness of government
colleges, potentially due to affordability, quality of education, or other advantages.

Regarding college choice factors, the survey revealed that students consider various aspects, including
infrastructure, teacher qualifications, co-curricular activities, examination methods, type of college, and the
variety of courses offered. Remarkably, a majority (71.7%) valued "all of the above" factors, suggesting that
students seek colleges that excel in multiple areas, offering a comprehensive and well-rounded educational
experience.

In conclusion, these findings provide valuable insights into student perspectives on CUET and college
selection criteria. They underscore the importance of adapting educational systems to meet the diverse needs
and preferences of students while continually striving for improvement and inclusivity in the higher education
landscape.
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